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WIRE & CABLE STOCK INDEXES

  % CHANGE % CHANGE 
  since last issue YTD 2026

OVERVIEW Total 13,831 +1.2 0.0
OVERVIEW Electrical 12,120 +0.7 0.0
OVERVIEW Communications 1695 +2.8 0.0
OVERVIEW Steel 937 +6.9 0.0
• All numbers are from opening market prices listed on January 6, 2026.
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LS Cable & System Announces Major  
Investment in Chesapeake, VA, USA 

LS Cable & System Ltd., a global leader in power and communication 
cable and system solutions, announced plans for a US$689 million invest-

ment in Chesapeake, VA, USA. Undertaken through 
three LS C&S subsidiaries, the project is expected to 

be the single largest capital investment in the history of the Hampton Roads 
region. This investment builds on the previously announced first phase of 
LS GreenLink’s state-of-the-art cable manu-
facturing and pier facility project, which broke 
ground in April 2025. While separate from the 
LS GreenLink project, the new initiative expands 
the company’s overall presence in the USA and 
reinforces LS C&S’s long-term commitment to 
the Commonwealth of Virginia, the City of Chesapeake and the Hampton 
Roads region. Together, these efforts strengthen U.S. energy infrastructure, 
enhance supply chain resilience, and support national security priorities.

LS C&S is evaluating several Chesapeake-area locations for the new 
manufacturing complex, which will feature advanced manufacturing ca-
pabilities across three key business lines of copper rod production, magnet 
wire manufacturing and rare-earth magnet production. www.lscns.com

NKT Joint Venture Inaugurates   
Offshore Power Cable Factory in Taiwan 

Taiwan has reached a milestone in its transition towards renewable 
energy with the unveiling of its first offshore power cable factory. This marks 
a major achievement in the pioneering joint venture between Taiwanese 
cable company, Walsin Lihwa and NKT. With this collaboration, NKT is 
leverages its technology and factory-building expertise to meet global de-
mand for power cables driven by electrification, 
digitalization, the green transition and energy 
independence. 

Spanning 231,000 m2 with a 50 m extru-
sion tower, the factory will produce high and 
medium-voltage AC offshore power cables 
primarily for Taiwan’s offshore wind market. Since the formation of the two companies’ partnership in 2023, 
Walsin Lihwa and NKT have combined their expertise, culture and vision in order to jointly build this state-of-
the-art offshore cable factory in Taiwan. www.nkt.com

Winchester Interconnect Launches Cable ......2
KEPCO HVDC Cable Project in Korea ..............2
Lightera Opens Cable Plant in Mexico ...........2
Sumitomo Electric Wins HVDC Contract .........3
Philatron Expands USA Manufacturing ..........3
OKI Debuts CoaXPress 2.0 Cable ...................3
WCJ Pilgrim Wire Acquires Mount Joy Wire ...4
New LSCUS Hub Opened in Texas ..................4
Tretau Expands with First USA Facility .............4
WCMA Meeting & Luncheon Report ...............5
LSG Agrees to Acquire AZ Wire & Cable ........5
New WCISA® Member: Axjo ............................5
Hellenic Cables Signs Cable Contract ............6
Prysmian & Versalis Partnership on Scrap ....6
HCA to Supply Power Cables ..........................6
Obituary: Gerald H. Davis ................................ 7
LEONI Expands in Egypt.................................... 7
EV Cable Market to Nearly Triple by 2030 ...... 7
CRU and AMI Conferences in Germany .........8
Fisher to Lead WAI in 2026 ..............................8

https://www.copperworks.com/


Page 2

BUSINESS & MARKET REPORT
January 12, 2026

Notebook

José Luís Gramaxo retires 
from Royal Lankhorst  
Euronete Group (WireCo®)
WireCo® announced that José 
Gramaxo, President of its Global 
Synthetics Division, retired at the 
end of 2025, capping a remarkable 
career spent in the roping world.
“After 47 years, I felt 
the time was right 
to retire, although 
I’ll admit I’ve sec-
ond-guessed the 
decision more than 
once,” said Gramaxo. “I’m looking 
forward to spending more time 
with my family, pursuing personal 
interests and taking a moment to 
reflect after dedicating much of my 
life to building a leading rope and 
netting business.”
WireCo is the market, manufactur-
ing and technical leader in wire 
and synthetic rope manufacturing, 
providing a consultative approach 

to offer customers a single, reliable 
source for solutions that fit their 
specific application and budget 
needs. But it doesn’t stop there. 
WireCo offers clients the education 
and expertise needed to enhance 
product performance and value.

www.wireco.com

Prysmian invests in   
Environmental Product  
Declarations for key products
Prysmian, Highland Heights, KY, 

USA, compiled a list 
of completed Envi-

ronmental Product Declarations 
(EPDs) for cable solutions currently 
offered to customers available at 
the website listed on the next page. 
EPDs provide clear and transpar-
ent reports of verified, objective 
and comparable data regarding 
the environmental performance of 
products and services throughout 
their lifecycle. The documents are 

=

Winchester Interconnect 
Launches Mission-Critical 
LiteSPEedTM Cable
Winchester Interconnect offers 
next-gen LiteSPEed™ Cable. This 
single-pair Ethernet 
(SPE) solution deliv-
ers 10-gigabit data 
rates in a much smaller, lighter 
design. Built for increasingly con-
nected and space-constrained 
environments of aerospace, 
defense, industrial automation 
and next-generation mobility, 
LiteSPEed helps customers move 
more data with less cable, re-
ducing weight, complexity and 
cost while increasing perfor-
mance and reliability. 

www.winconn.com
LS Cable & System   
Begins Construction on 
KEPCO HVDC Cable Project
LS Cable & System started 

construction on the 
Donghae-Singhamy-

eong transmission network 
project of the Korea Electric 
Power Corporation (KEPCO), 
and is installing the world’s first 
commercialized 500 kV 90°C 
(high-temperature) HVDC cable. 
The cable being used  is a high-
specification product that can 
increase transmission capacity 
up to 50% as the conductor’s 
permissible temperature is high-
er than existing 70°C products.  

www.lscns.co.kr

 

Lightera Opens New Optical Cable Plant in Mexico 
Lightera, a leading company in optical 
fiber and connectivity solutions, opened 
a new production plant in Mexicali, 
Mexico, strengthening its 
optical cable manufacturing 
capacity and reinforcing its 
role as a strategic supplier 
for the telecommunications 
and data center sectors in 
Mexico and North America.
This inauguration marks the second 
phase of development for Lightera’s 
Mexico facility and responds to the ac-
celerated growth of the digital market—
driven by the company’s expansion into 
Latin America, the increasing demand 
for data center infrastructure and the 
technological transformation underway 

among telecommunications operators 
and internet service providers (ISPs).
The first phase of the plant, launched 

in 2017, focused on cable 
connectorization. With this 
new expansion, Lightera 
strengthens its industrial 
presence with a production 
line dedicated to optical 

cable manufacturing.
Today, the plant employs some 400 peo-
ple and features advanced manufactur-
ing technology capable of producing 
multi-tube cables with up to 288 optical 
fiber strands, integrated into the end-
to-end solutions developed by Lightera 
across its various manufacturing units. 
www.Lightera.com 

You need it—We have it!
802.773.9111

www.carris.com
sales@carris.net

“Your one-stop supplier of high-quality, 
global-value, second-hand nonferrous 

wire & cable equipment”
100 Franklin Street

Bristol, CT 06010 USA
T: +1 860 583 4646 • F: +1 860 589 5707

E-mail: info@wireandplastic.com
Website: www.wireandplastic.com

Specializing in Equipment for the
Wire & Cable Industry.
• Appraisers • Auctions

• Individual Pieces or Entire Plants
+1.401.943.3777: phone

+1.401.943.3670: fax
e-mail: MARTY137@AOL.COM

https://carris.com/
https://www.commissionbrokers.com/
https://www.wireandplastic.com/
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specified according to ISO-14025 
Type III. 
EPDs allow Prysmian to provide 
quantified data on the environmen-
tal impacts of a product, exceed 
customer demands and specifica-
tions by increasing transparency, 
enhance product reputation by 
adhering to internationally recog-
nized standards and facilitate com-
prehensive life cycle management 
as well as to support innovative 
product development that improves 
efficiency in energy use, material 
consumption and transport costs.
na.prysmian.com/sustainability/epd

Southwire & Orange Charger 
enter strategic partnership
Southwire Company LLC, a lead-
ing wire and cable maker and an 
essential provider of power infra-
structure, announced a strategic 

January 12, 2026

Sumitomo Electric Wins HVDC Cable Contract   
for Sea Link Project in the UK 
Sumitomo Electric Industries, Ltd. 
won a contract with National Grid Elec-
tricity Transmission PLC 
(NGET) for supply/installa-
tion of the 140 km HVDC 
cable project “Sea Link” be-
tween Kent and Suffolk in the 
UK. The Sea Link cable will 
be produced in Sumitomo 
Electric’s state-of-the-art 
submarine cable factory 
at Port of Nigg in Scotland, 
thereby contributing signifi-
cantly to the policy goals of 
the UK government, strengthening the 
local supply chain in the clean power 
sector, enhancing social value and creat-
ing jobs, while supporting sustainability 
and decarbonization measures. 

The Port of Nigg facility has been built 
to actively contribute to the United 

Kingdom’s critical electricity 
transmission infrastructure 
construction for the Clean 
Power 2030 Action Plan 
and the Net Zero 2050 ini-
tiatives. The factory, once 
fully operational, will create 
more than 200 direct jobs 
as well as numerous jobs in 
associated and supporting 
future supply chains. This 
represents a number of ad-

ditional personnel directly related to the 
execution and installation of the project. 
The construction of Sea Link is sched-
uled to begin in 2027.   
www.sumitomoelectric.com  

TOTAL PRINTING SOLUTIONS

GEMGRAVURE.COM    781.878.0456
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investment in Orange Charger, the 
fast-growing provider of reliable, 
right-sized EV charging and emerg-
ing energy management solutions 
built specifically for multifamily 
housing.

By combining Southwire’s extensive 
expertise in power distribution and 
installation solutions with Orange’s 
purpose-built charging platform, 
the companies will jointly develop 
streamlined installation packages 
and material bundles that reduce 
complexity and lower total deploy-
ment costs for multifamily owners.

www.southwire.com

Trust us.
we wrote
the Book.

www.vanderbiltchemicals.com

Notebook
Philatron Expands USA 
Manufacturing Capacity
Philatron Wire & Cable expand-
ed its domestic manufacturing 
initiative to supply 
next-generation 
power and connectivity cable 
systems engineered specifically 
for modern data center archi-
tecture. Philatron’s enhanced 
manufacturing line focuses on 
precision-engineered, heavy-
amperage cable technologies 
purpose-built for AI clusters, GPU 
farms, liquid-cooled racks and 
modular container deployments. 

www.philatron.com
OKI Debuts CoaXPress  
2.0 Cable for Industrial  
Camera Equipment
OKI Electric Cable offers a slid-
ing, small-diam-
eter K Type CoaX-
Press 2.0 Cable (CXP12 Series 
K Type) for camera-equipped 
devices including semiconductor 
manufacturing and inspection 
equipment. It offers high durabil-
ity—50 million sliding and bend-
ing cycles with a 3.7 mm outer 
diameter. CoaXPress 2.0 Cable 
is compatible with moving parts 
wiring/confined spaces. OKI also 
launches GVIF/GMSL-compati-
ble machine vision cables with 
FAKRA connectors for AI robots/
industrial FA equipment. 

www.oki.com

https://www.gemgravure.com/
https://www.thermoplasticseng.com/extruders/
https://www.vanderbiltchemicals.com/
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Hengtong Cable Australia 
cable supply contracts
Hengtong Cable Australia (HCA) 
announced three cable 
supply contracts: 
• HCA, in a partner-

sh ip  w i th  Rexe l 
EPC, will be supplying 31 km 
of 22k V flame resistant and 
900 km of LV fire rated cables 
to the North East Link, Tunnel 
Project, the biggest ever in-
vestment in Melbourne, Aus-
tralia. This massive program 
of works is being carefully 
planned so that the projects 
can open in 2028

• HCA will be supplying 8.5 km 
of 33 kV, 43 km of Flexible LV 
and 20 km of Earth cable to 
the Muchea BESS Project in 
Western Australia.

• HCA will be supplying 13 km 
of 6.6 kV and 27km of 11kV 
Power Cable to the Alkimos 
Desalination Plant Project in 
Western Australia. This is a 
second part of the project, 
where HCA has already suc-
cessfully delivered 9 km of 11 
kV and 240 m of 132 kV Power 
Cable. 

HCA is part of the Hengtong Group, 
an international company with a 
diverse range of areas including 

fiber-optic cable and power cable, 
and 70 wholly owned companies.

www.hengtongaustralia.com

Liberty Networks to build El 
Salvador’s 1st subsea cable
SIGET, El Salvador’s telecom regula-
tor, chose Liberty Networks to de-
sign, construct, deploy and operate 
the country’s first submarine cable. 
The 1800 km cable will connect 
El Salvador to major international 
hubs.
Liberty Networks partners with busi-
nesses, carriers and communities 
to build a smarter digital future. The 
company’s robust infrastructure, 

WCJ Pilgrim Wire   
Acquires Mount Joy Wire
WCJ Pilgrim Wire, York, PA, 
USA, with a growing footprint 

of production 
and distribution 

centers across the USA and Eu-
rope, together with international 
partners, announced the acqui-
sition of all outstanding shares of 
Mount Joy Wire. This investment 
has a clear objective to continue 
and strengthen operations at 

the Mount Joy, PA, USA, site with 
the existing team of skilled and 
motivated employees. 

www.wcjwire.com
New LSCUS Hub   
Opened in Texas
LS Cable & System USA, Inc. 
(LSCUS), USA-based subsidiary 
of LS Cable & System, Ltd., 
opened a new logistics hub in La 
Porte, TX, USA. The hub supports 
growing LSCUS busduct busi-

ness by enhancing distribution 
capacity, operational efficiency 
and customer responsiveness. 

www.lscns.com

Tretau Expands Globally with First USA Facility in Indiana
Global leader in sustainable, high-
performance magnet wire production, 
Tretau, announced expan-
sion plans to establish its 
first manufacturing facility 
outside of Europe in Fort 
Wayne, IN, USA. Operat-
ing in the USA as Tau Wire 
Corp., the company will invest more 
than US$18 million and create over 70 
new jobs in the next four years.
This expansion marks a significant 
milestone in Tretau’s global growth 
strategy and reflects the company’s 
commitment to serving local OEM 
customers in the electric vehicle, re-
newable energy and advanced manu-

facturing sectors.
“Establishing our first manufacturing 

footprint in the United 
States represents a piv-
otal step in our global 
strategy,” said Francesco 
Taiariol, CEO and Co-
founder of Tretau. “Fort 

Wayne’s strong industrial ecosystem, 
skilled workforce and legacy in mag-
net wire production make it an ideal 
location for our next phase of growth. 
This facility will mirror our blueprint 
Pianezza plant in Italy, combining Ital-
ian manufacturing excellence with the 
flexibility and growth mindset of the 
USA market.” www.tretau.group

WE MAKE 
CHALLENGES 
DISAPPEAR.

®

CONNECT WITH US TO FIND THE 
RIGHT TOOLS FOR ANY MATERIALS 
PROCESSING APPLICATION.

Learn more »

https://www.eraser.com/
https://zumbach.com/
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next-generation solutions and ex-
tensive datacenter network provide 
a strong foundation for growth and 
innovation.

With over 140 years of experience 
and 24/7/365 support, Liberty 
Networks delivers flexible, secure 
and scalable technologies that help 
organizations minimize risk and 
maximize performance.

www.libertynetworks.com

Nexans completes acquisition 
of Electro Cables Inc.
Nexans announced the completion 
of the acquisition of Electro Cables 
Inc., a Canadian producer of low-
voltage cable systems, in a strategic 
move that expands the company’s 
footprint in one of North America’s, 
most dynamic segments. The ac-

LSG Agrees to Acquire  
AZ Wire & Cable
LindFast Solutions Group (LSG), 
a Nautic Partners portfolio com-
pany, signed a 
definitive agree-
ment to acquire AZ Wire & 
Cable, a MFG Partners com-
pany. AZ will continue operating 
independently under its current 
ownership for customer, vendor 
and partner continuity. AZ will 
continue operating under its cur-
rent leadership following  closing. 

www.lindfastgrp.com
New WCISA® Member: Axjo
The Wire & Cable Industry Sup-
plier Association® (WCISA®), re-
ports Axjo, Conover, NC, USA, as 
a new member firm. 
A maker of plastic 
spools and reels for the wire 
and cable industry with manu-
facturing facilities in NC, TX and 
Europe, Axjo products are made 
from 100% recycled polymers. 
Jason Porter is VP Sales and his 
email is jason.porter@axjo.com.

www.axjo.com 
WCISA is a nonprofit corporate 
membership as-
sociation of North 
American suppliers of machin-
ery, materials and accessories 
for making all types of wire/
cable. Members are based in or 
have an established subsidiary 
in North America.  

www.wcisaonline.org

quisition marks a milestone in Nex-
ans’ strategy to accelerate growth 
in North America and supports the 
region’s fast-expanding infrastruc-
ture, data center and energy sec-
tors. Following the recent closing, a 
team of some 200 highly skilled as-
sociates will join the Nexans Group.

www.nexans.com

Four of Southwire’s   
manufacturing sites   
earn The Copper Mark
Southwire reported that four of its 
manufacturing facilities have been 
awarded The Copper Mark for re-
sponsible production. The Copper 
Rod Plant and Building Wire Plant 
in Carrollton, GA, USA; the Douglas 
Plant in Douglas, GA, USA; and the 
Starkville Plant in Starkville, MS, 
USA; have all received The Copper 

WCMA Annual Meeting & Holiday Luncheon Report
The Wire & Cable Manufacturers Al-
liance, Inc. (WCMA) held its Annual 
Meeting & Holiday Luncheon on De-
cember 4, 2025. Some 120 members 
and guests attended. Robert Fry of 
Robert Fry Economics was Keynote 
Speaker sharing 
insights on the 
economy and supply chain issues.
Other meeting highlights were:

• About 40 members joined the Young 
Professional panel session, which 
touched on Operational Excellence- 
Running Companies on All Cylinders. 

• Matt Caldwell of ServiceWire Co. 
was awarded the 3rd Annual WCMA 
Young Professionals Award.
• Trish Weisberg and Shane Berry, 
both of ServiceWire Co., were recog-
nized for their contributions to WCMA. 
Trish as the Young Professional Steer-
ing Committee Chair and Shane for his 
service as the organization’s President.
Membership approved the following 
slate of Officers and Board of Directors:

• Shane Berry, Service Wire, Past 
President

• Peter Moran, Marmon IEI, President
• Cheryl Stewart, Quabbin Wire & 
Cable, Vice President

• Directors: Sue Welsh, Rubadue Wire 
Young Professionals Liaison; Graham 
Brodock, KrisTech Wire, the first 
Young Professionals Director; Tom 
Artinian, TiniFiber; Nate Schilberg, 
Prime Materials Recovery; Adam 
Chase, Chase Corp.; Eric Fisk, Fisk 
Alloy Wire; Alberto Aguilar, Carris 
Reels; John Dognazzi, Sikora.
And the 2026 Distinguished Career 
Award recipients were announced:
John Accorsi, M Holland; Jim Elliot, 
New England Wire Technologies; 
Ed Flynn, King Wire; Geoff Kent, 
International Wire Group; Frederick 
Kelley, Prysmian; Fred Johnston, 
Chemours; Charlie Murrah, South-
wire; Terry Smith, Elektrisola.
Also, the 40th Annual Distinguished 
Career Awards Dinner will take place 
on April 25, 2026, at the Downtown 
Hartford Marriott Hotel. 
www.wcmainc.org

2950 100th Ct NE, Blaine, Minnesota 55449        763.480.4200         www.lindfastgrp.com 

 
 

LindFast Solutions Group, a Nautic Partners portfolio company, signs agreement to acquire 
AZ Wire & Cable, a MFG Partners company. 

Blaine, MN – December 15, 2025 

LindFast Solutions Group (“LSG”), a Nautic Partners portfolio company, announced it signed a 
definitive agreement to acquire AZ Wire & Cable (“AZ”), a MFG Partners company, on November 
26, 2025.  

The transaction is subject to customary closing conditions, including required regulatory filings, 
and is expected to close by year-end. 

Pending close, AZ will continue operating independently under its current ownership, ensuring 
continuity for customers, vendors, and partners. AZ will continue to operate under its current 
leadership following the closing. 

“Today marks an exciting milestone for LindFast Solutions Group as we continue our growth 
journey by welcoming AZ into our organization, expanding our cross-sell capabilities and further 
diversifying our platform. We are excited to partner with the AZ leadership team, including the 
Anixters (Darren, Eric, and Todd), whose long-standing family legacy in the wire and cable 
business has set the standard for excellence in the industry”, said Mike Spencer (CEO, LSG). 
“Their leadership and vision have built a foundation of trust and innovation that we are eager to 
carry forward. Together, we will seek to strengthen and expand the LSG and AZ businesses, 
creating a platform with the opportunity to accelerate growth quickly, deliver greater value to our 
customers and vendor partners, and unlock new avenues of growth for the future.” 

Chris Pierce, Nautic Managing Director, said, “We are looking forward to partnering with the AZ 
management team to build on their legacy of success. We are confident that Mike Spencer and 
the LSG team will accelerate AZ’s growth, building on the growth trajectory that Mike has instilled 
at LSG.” 

Fielding Jenks, Nautic Senior Vice President, said, “Under common ownership, we believe LSG 
and AZ mutually benefit from cross sell synergies in both directions.” 

Todd Anixter, Executive Vice President at AZ, said, “The partnership with LSG represents an 
exciting milestone for AZ as we continue our growth journey.  By combining with LSG, we look 
forward to delivering our wire and cable products and services to LSG’s vast network of facilities 
and customers.” 

 

 

https://chromacolors.com/
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Hellenic Cables Signs  
Cable Contract in Poland
Hellenic Cables, the cables 
segment of Cenergy Holdings, 
has signed a contract in consor-
tium with DEME 
Offshore, for the 
engineering, procurement, con-
struction and installation (EPCI) of 
the offshore export cable system 
for the BC-Wind offshore wind 
farm in Poland. Scope of the proj-
ect includes design, engineering, 
manufacturing, transportation, 
installation, termination and 
testing of 29 km of 275 kV HVAC 
offshore export cable, along with 
a complete spares package. 

www.hellenic-cables.com

HCA to Supply Power  
Cables to Desalination 
Plant in Australia
Hengtong Cable Australia 
(HCA), will be supplying 13 km 
of 6.6 kV and 27 km of 11 kV 
power cable to the 
Alkimos Desalination 
Plant Project. This is a 
second part of the project, where 
HCA has already successfully de-
livered 9 km of 11 kV and 240 m of 
132 kV Power Cable. 
Hengtong Group is an inter-
national company with a diverse 
range of areas covering the fiber 
optic, power cable, construction, 
maintenance and other industries.

www.hengtongaustralia.com

Wire and Cable
Customized Compounds
ECC offers to the wire and cable market a broad portfolio of 
customized elastomeric or polyolefin based compounds  
utilized for medium/high voltage as well as certain low  
voltage flame retardant applications including:

� EPR Compounds

� Elastomeric, Crosslinkable, 

 and Thermoplastic Compounds

� Flame Retardant and Halogen Free Compounds

� Moisture Crosslinkabe Compounds

� FR Masterbatches

� Insulation, Jacketing, 

 and Bedding Compounds

108 Rado Drive, Naugatuck, CT 06770 USA 
Tel: +1 203-723-2590

www.ElectricCableCompounds.com

Wire and Cable
Customized 
Compounds

108 Rado Drive
Naugatuck, CT 06770 USA 

Tel: +1 203-723-2590
www.ElectricCableCompounds.com
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broad portfolio of customized elastomeric 
or polyolefin based compounds utilized for 
medium/high voltage as well as certain low  
voltage flame retardant applications including:

� EPR Compounds
� Elastomeric, Crosslinkable, 
 and Thermoplastic Compounds
� Flame Retardant and Halogen Free   
 Compounds
� Moisture Crosslinkabe Compounds
� FR Masterbatches
� Insulation, Jacketing, 
 and Bedding Compounds

Quality Compounding for 
the Wire & Cable Industry
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www.ElectricCableCompounds.com
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Extrusion Systems and Tooling for 
the Wire and Cable Industry

www.tipsanddies.com
505 Mill Street, Rome, NY 13440 Phone: 315-337-4161

Technology that modernizes plant efficiency 
with increased productivity, reduced scrap 

and quality that meets and exceeds

Mark award. 
The Copper Mark stands as the 
leading assurance framework 
meant for the pro-
motion of respon-
sible practices across the copper 
value chain. 

www.southwire.com

Ulbrich makes strategic  
leadership appointments  
within its wire group
Ulbrich Stainless Steels & Special 
Metals, North Haven, CT, USA, an-
nounced strategic leadership ap-
pointments within its wire group. 
Mike Geiger has been promoted 
to Vice President, Wire Group; Dan 
Burns is now the General Manager 
of Ulbrich Shaped Wire; and Dan 
Day is the General Manager of 
Ulbrich Specialty Wire Products. 
Ulbrich’s wire operations include Ul-
brich Shaped Wire in North Haven, 

CT, USA and Ulbrich Specialty Wire 
Products in Westminster, SC, USA, 
and in Müllendorf, Austria.
Ulbrich Stainless Steels & Special 
Metals, Inc. began in 1924 when 
Fred Ulbrich, Sr. started a scrap 
metal reselling business in Walling-
ford, CT, USA. 
Fred, Sr. soon began manufacturing 
cutlery, and during World War II was 
awarded a contract to supply stain-
less steel knives for the U.S. Army’s 
mess kits. This contract allowed 
the company to purchase its first 
rolling mill, which was instrumen-
tal in transforming Ulbrich from a 
utensils-based manufacturer to a 
custom stainless steel strip opera-
tion in the post-World War II era.
Today, Ulbrich Stainless Steels & 
Special Metals, Inc. is a precision 

Prysmian & Versalis Partnership on Plastic Cable Scrap
Prysmian and Versalis, Eni’s chemi-
cal company, are in a strategic partner-
ship to give new life to plastic 
cable scrap, through an in-
novative chemical recycling process, 
developing a dedicated supply chain. 
Prysmian will collect plastic scrap from 
its own production as well as from 
decommissioned cables coming from 
major customers, while Versalis will 
use its Hoop® technology at its Mantua 
plant in Italy to transform the scrap 
first into a pyrolysis oil, and then into a 

new material for new plastic polymers. 
Prysmian will then use these polymers 

in the production of new high-
performance cables.

Energy cables can be insulated with 
cross-linked polyethylene (XLPE) and 
other polymeric layers, which are dif-
ficult to recycle mechanically. 
Prysmian expects that approximately 
60% of the XLPE scrap will be repur-
posed into a reusable material for the 
production of new cables.   
www.prysmian.com

http://www.simpacks.com/
https://electriccablecompounds.com/
https://tipsanddies.com/
https://guill.com/
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Latest quarterly Sales/Net Income data in US$ millions; except as noted below. % change is relative to 2025 quarterly results.

                Net Income
Company Sales %∆ (Net Loss) %∆
Optical Cable Corporation 20 1.5 49 -86.9

EV Cables Market to Nearly 
Triple by 2030, to $29.3B
According to a new report by 
ResearchAndMarkets.com, 
the global market for EV cables 
was valued at US$10.9 billion in 
2024 and is projected to reach 
US$29.3 billion by 2030, growing 
at a CAGR of 17.9% from 2024 to 
2030. The comprehensive report 
provides an in-depth analysis of 
market trends, drivers and fore-
casts to help in making informed 
business decisions. Growth in 
the EV cables market is driven by 
a surge in electric vehicle adop-
tion, advancements in charging 
technologies and expansion of 
charging infrastructure. 
www.researchandmarkets.com
LEONI Expands in Egypt
LEONI is expanding its produc-
tion footprint in Egypt as it inau-
gurated its Badr 4 
production facility 
east of Cairo. At the same time, 
the foundation stone for the 
Badr 5 plant was laid nearby. 
The two plants in the Badr Free 
Zone, will have a total produc-
tion surface of approximately 
35,000 m2. When running at full 
capacity by 2027, LEONI will have 
doubled its output capacity in the 
country. The company’s growth 
initiative is based on workforce 
availability, social stability and 
an investor-friendly environment. 

www.leoni.com

Sales & Net Income Table

re-roller and distributor of preci-
sion metals found in applications  
in the medical, automotive and 
aerospace industries. 
With eight locations in four countries 
across North America, Asia and 
Europe, Ulbrich Stainless Steels 
& Special Metals, Inc. is a global 
business that maintains its small-
town touch.

www.ulbrich.com

Assessment of environmental 
factors for decommissioning  
of submarine cable
The International Cable Protection 
Committee (ICPC) in the United 
Kingdom reported the publication 
of the first scientific assessment of 
environmental factors associated 
with decommissioning submarine 
telecommunications and power ca-
bles. The study provides guidance 
for industry, regulators and marine 
planners. In most cases, subsea ca-
bles stay in near-pristine condition, 
even after decades in the ocean, 
which means they can be safely/
efficiently recovered, repurposed or 
recycled. Growing volumes of out-
of-service submarine cables are 
nearing/surpassing their 25-year 
life, and the report  highlights the 
circular-economy potential of cable 
recovery. Contact Ryan Wopschall, 
ICPC General Manager by email at
icpcgm@iscpc.org.

www.iscpc.org

Obituary: Gerald H. Davis
Vandor Group, Inc. mourns the passing 
of Gerald H. Davis, former President 
and long-time Board Member, who 
passed away on December 20, 2025. 
The company says that Gerald’s con-
tributions to Vandor and the packaging 
industry were extraordinary, leaving a 
legacy that will endure for generations. 
Throughout his distinguished career, 
Gerald was a visionary leader and prolific 
innovator, holding over 50 patents, many 
developed in collaboration with Vandor 
team members, reflecting his commit-
ment to teamwork and excellence. He 
founded the Reel Options brand, setting 
new standards in reel and spool product 
development and fostering partnerships 
built on trust and shared values even 
among competitors. 

Gerald also embodied the principles 
of fairness, hard work and kindness—
qualities woven into Vandor’s culture as 
a family business dedicated to serving 
families. His legacy goes on through his 
children, three of whom hold leadership 
roles within Vandor today. Gerald H. 
Davis will be remembered not only for 
his innovations and leadership, but for 
his unwavering integrity and compas-
sion. His influence will continue to inspire 
Vandor and the broader community for 
years to come. www.vandorcorp.com

https://bartellmachinery.com/
https://www.richardsapex.com/
https://www.lamnea.com/
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January 27 – 29, 2026  
WHMA Annual Global   
Leadership Summit ,   
Las Vegas, NV, USA   
annualconference.whma.org

March 2 – 4, 2026   
AWPA 2026 Annual Meeting   
Palm Beach Gardens, FL, USA  
www.awpa.org

March 3 – 5, 2026  
AMI Cables Conference,   
Düsseldorf, Germany   
www.amiplastics.com/events

April 12, 2026   
WCISA Night Out in Germany  
Düsseldorf, Germany  
www.wcisaonline.org

April 13 – 17, 2026   
wire 2026, Düsseldorf, Germany  
www.wire-tradefair.com

April 25, 2026   
WCMA Awards Dinner and   
Investiture Ceremony    
Hartford, CT, USA   
www.wcmainc.org

May 5 – 7, 2026   
EWPTE 2026, Milwaukee, WI, USA  
www.electricalwireshow.com

May 6 – 7, 2026   
Wire Expo 2026, Milwaukee, WI, USA  
www.wireexpo26.com

May 16 – 18, 2026   
26th China (Guangzhou) International 
Fastener, Spring & Wire Exhibition 
Guangzhou, China   
www.julang.com.cn/english/jingujian/

June 1, 2026   
WCMA Annual Golf Outing &  
Fundraiser, Wethersfield, CT, USA  
www.wcmainc.org

June 23 – 25, 2026  
CRU Wire & Cable Connections  
Summit 2026, Hanover, Germany  
events.crugroup.com

January 12, 2026
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CRU Event for the Electric  
Wire and Cable Value-Chain
Registration for the CRU Wire & 
Cable Connections Summit 2026, 
in Hanover, Germany, June 23 to 
25, 2026, is now open. Hamish 
Mackinnon of CRU International 
Ltd., said, “The 2026 event will join 
leading industry executives, techni-
cal experts and key stakeholders to 
examine the transformative devel-
opments shaping the next decade 
of electrification, infrastructure 
expansion and energy transition.

“The conference is a premier plat-
form for dialogue, gaining compre-
hensive insights and partnership 
building through expert-led ses-
sions, market outlooks, new tech-
nology and extensive networking.”

events.crugroup.com

AMI 2026 Cables   
Conference in Germany
Applied Market Information Ltd 
(AMI), Bristol, UK, is staging its 
Cables Conference, March 3 to 5, 
2026, in Düsseldorf, Germany. 

The event is an essential platform 
for the industry to understand and 
discuss the latest trends, develop-
ments and innovations, allowing 
you to stay competitive and discover 

new business opportunities. Invest-
ments in the cable industry continue 
with focus on electrification, e-mo-
bility, high-speed communications, 
5G  and advancements in circular 
initiatives and recycling. The event 
features informative presentations 
and interactive sessions exploring 
end-use applications, innovations, 
testing procedures and manufac-
turing processes.

 www.amiplastics.com/events

Fisher to Lead WAI in 2026
The Wire Association International 
(WAI), Inc. appointed David M. 
Fisher as the 73rd President of WAI 
for a one-year 
term that com-
menced on Janu-
ary 1, 2026. Fish-
er will chair the 
Board of Directors 
of the 96-year-
old association, 
in Madison, CT, 
USA. Fisher, a second-generation 
business owner, is President/CEO 
of James Monroe Wire and Cable 
Corporation (JMWC), Lancaster, 
MA, USA.
An active WAI member since 2008, 
Fisher joined the Board of Directors 
in 2018 and the Executive Com-
mittee in 2023. He served as the 
co-chair of WAI’s 2025 Conference 
Programming Committee; Executive 
Committee liaison to its Oversight 
Committee; and was a former 
chair of the Finance Committee. He 
is serving his 3rd term on the New 
England Chapter Board of Directors.

 www.wirenet.org

� ERP & MES Solution
� Cable Design & Costing
� Production Scheduling
� Plant Maintenance

Smart Factory So�ware 
for your industry

www.advaris.com

https://iwcs.org/
https://www.advaris.com/

